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The General Conference of 1978 will convene on the 
campus of Messiah College from Saturday afternoon, July 
1, through Thursday, July 6. 
Facilities at Messiah College are excellent. Lodging will 
be available in campus residence halls. Numerous motels 
are in the area. Camping information will come later. 
A four-page form with detailed information will be 
inserted in a later issue of the Evangelical Visitor 
(probably Feb. 25). For more information contact the 
Convention Director, Paul Hostetler, Grantham, PA 
17027. Phones: 717-766-2621, Office 766-2511. 
The 1976 General Conference celebrates the 200th 
anniversary of the Brethren in Christ Church, adding 
much interest to this gathering of the brotherhood. With 
facilities ample and rates reasonable, families are en-
couraged to start planning now for this great biennial 
convocation. 
From the Editor 
Since the founding of Messiah Bible School and 
Missionary Training Home in 1909, education has had a 
significant influence on the life of the Brethren in Christ. 
Ministry and laity alike, have benefited from this commit-
ment to learning. 
In this issue we focus on the present ministry of our two 
institutions of learning: Niagara Christian College and 
Messiah College. 
Niagara Christian College near Fort Erie, Ontario, 
offers four years of high school and Year 13, which is 
actually the first year of college. Located in Canada it is 
available to high school students from United States as 
well as Canada. The campus faces on the beautiful 
Niagara River and is about fifteen miles from Buffalo, 
New York. 
For Brethren in Christ parents and students in United 
States and Canada who are considering a Christian 
Secondary school experience, NCC should be a first 
consideration. (See pages nine through twelve in this 
issue). Information about the college is available from the 
college. The address is Route 1, Fort Erie, Ontario L2A 
5M4. 
Messiah located near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, is the 
denomination's college by convenantal and historic ties. 
For those who are new to the Brethren in Christ, let me 
state that Messiah College is one of the benefits of your 
identification with the church. It is an institution of which 
you may be justifiably proud. It is highly respected in 
academic circles. It is increasingly involved in the life of 
the church. The campus is a place of beauty worth a family 
drive if you live near and the inclusion in your trip plans if 
you are visiting eastern United States. 
To learn more about Messiah write to the college. All 
the address you need is Grantham, PA 17027. 
We begin in this issue regular announcements relating to 
the 200th Anniversary General Conference. I would 
encourage you to read these carefully and follow the 
instructions faithfully. This will be a conference to 
remember and we will want our families to be a part of it. 
God's Time and Man's 
Leonard Chester 
The Lengthening Shadow of an Idea 
Paul Hostetler 
The Lengthening Shadow of an Institution 
Messiah and the Church 
David Climenhaga 
Existing to Serve 
H. David Brandt 
The Complete Person 
A Vision Come True 
Harvey Sider 
The Incarnation of an Institution 
Wholeness 
Roger Grant 
Beyond the 3 R's 
The Model Teacher John Yeatts 















Standing with one's back towards the Niagara River looking across the 
N C C campus with the original building in the foreground. 
Experiential learning at NCC. 
Commencement at Messiah with a "full house" of family and friends. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Volume XCI Number 2 
Official o rgan of the Brethren in Christ Church, pub l ished 
semi-month ly by Evangel Press, 301 N. Elm Street, Nap-
panee, Indiana 46550. 
Editor: John E. Zercher 
Editorial Council: 
C. B. Byers, Eber B. Dourte, Isaiah B. Harley, E. Morr is 
Sider, Anna Ruth Ressler 
Page Editors: 
Missions: Glen A. Pierce 
Chr ist ian Service Ministr ies: J. Wi lmer Heisey 
Christ ian Educat ion Ministr ies: Mary Ebersole 
Pulpit and Pew: David E. Cl imenhaga 
Brethren in Christ Publication Board: 
Isaiah B. Harley, Lester C. Fretz, Paul E. Hostetler, Louis 
O. Cober, Paul E. Witter, Dwight E. Bert, Daniel R. 
Chamber la in 
Mailing Information: 
Manuscr ip ts and editor ial co r respondence should be 
addressed to the Editor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, 
Indiana 46550. 
Subscr ip t ions and change of address should be sent to 
Evangel Press, 301 N. Elm Street, Nappanee, Indiana 
46550. Include both o ld and new addresses wi th re-
quests for change of address. 
Renewals: 1 year, $5.50; 2 years, $10.50; 3 years, $15.50; 
and 5 years, $25.00. New and gift subscr ip t ions, $4.50 a 
year. 
Second-c lass postage paid at Nappgnee, Indiana 46550. 
Printed in U.S.A. 
f f S S A S S O C I A T E 
2 Evangelical Visitor 
A Meditation on Psalm 90 
God's Time and Man's 
Leonard Chester 
A well-dressed man was leisurely 
window-shopping in the mall. Sudden-
ly he stopped. Raising his arm, he 
glanced at this watch. Then seeing my 
watch, he inquired, "Can you tell me 
the time?" 
T I M E — A basic commodity in 
living. It is an essential item of 
trade—we work by the hour, the week, 
the month, the year; we receive so 
much for our time and productivity. 
Time is money. We wonder, "Has 
every generation been so time-bound 
as we are?" We wishfully think not. 
The psalmist in Psalm 90 writes about 
time and about time and man's sin-
fulness. 
God is far-sighted 
Before the earth was organized as 
we now know it, God was; after a new 
earth replaces this one, God will con-
tinue; during our present "history" of 
several thousand years, God is. Our 
whole era (from creation until con-
sumation) will be like a brief slice of 
time in the middle of God's eternity. 
Because God has such a long 
perspective on things, He is probably 
not in such a hurry as we are—or think 
we are! There is a false sense of 
hurrying in most of us—we hurry 
through important times (meals, play, 
greetings), and plod carefully through 
other times that are not related to the 
value of persons. We tell our children 
to hurry up (!), while they plod just to 
get some time from us! 
Thousands of years in God's sight 
are as significant as yesterday, or even 
three hours of watching in the night. 
How hard even to mentally re-
construct yesterday. We need to place 
the emphasis on the significance of 
time, and not on time itself. 
Our life-span is as sturdy as a styro-
foam cup. Our overemphasis on man's 
The writer attended Messiah College en route 
to his graduation from Wilfred Laurier Univer-
sity and Asbury Theological Seminary. He and 
his wife are members of the Sherkston Brethren 
in Christ Church where he is active in the life of 
the church. Leonard serves as Canadian 
Conference Secretary and is a member of the 
Canadian Conference Board of Directors. 
needing to be in a certain place at a 
certain time reflects a false sense of 
self-importance. Man's ego shows 
through here. Man wants to be signifi-
cant. (This is not an appeal for 
slothfulness, however!) 
God has more perspective on life 
than has a young person. So we do 
well to wait for Him to show the future 
place of service/work. Take time to 
become well-prepared. The proper 
perspective on time will help to 
provide adequate motivation to con-
tinue the years of preparation. God 
has f a r - s i g h t e d vision on your 
life—trust Him! 
God is near-sighted 
"Thou hast set our iniquities before 
thee, our secret sins in the light of thy 
countenance" (Ps. 90:8). God knows. 
He sees into the secret sins, the 
motives of life. In the seventh chapter 
of Mark, Jesus discusses inner religion 
and outer religion; his concept of being 
sinful differed from that of the scribes. 
What comes out rather than what 
enters is what defiles. We stand naked 
before God, and all is known. God is 
consumed with anger at our willful 
sinfulness, letting us consume our-
selves with the consequences of our 
choices; yes, even to suffer eternally. 
God knows the sins of His people. 
He also knows the sins of Canaan, of 
Moab, of Philistia, and of Syria. But 
He is especially concerned about His 
people to whom He has been gracious 
and forgiving—their idolatry, sorcery, 
adultery, and exterior religion; from 
all of which God freely had given 
deliverance. 
"Our years come to an end like a 
sigh" (verse 9) from which reflects a 
hollowness, futility to life, when sinful 
attitudes and activities have been prac-
ticed. How sad in older years to realize 
life is gone, and to realize that we have 
not really served God. But, how secure 
the blessings of those who have served 
God from their youth! 
God has parental vision 
God loves. God never withdraws his 
love. God has steadfast love. His love 
never weakens, changes, or becomes 
disinterested—even when we weaken, 
change, or lose interest. One point of 
the parable of the Prodigal Son is to 
teach us about the forgiving, ever-
loving Father. This is the Father's 
s t rength , not His weakness ; He 
forgives, rather than seeks revenge. 
God's steadfast love produces glad-
ness, rejoicing. 
God's love accepts, even though it is 
God who is sinned against. He con-
tinues to accept the repentant sinner, 
even letting him feel free to turn 
around and make requests of him! 
Picture a court scene: A man is guilty. 
He is convicted, but forgiven for his 
crime and excused from the sentence; 
he turns to the judge to start making 
requests of the judge for himself and 
for his offending accomplices. Incom-
prehensible! Yet, this is exactly what 
God lets us do! 
We rebel against God. We will not 
be dependent upon Him! We rely on 
self-sufficient and self-centered in-
itiative to get us through. Then the 
Holy Spirit moves in. We repent, 
turning to God to let Him be Lord of 
our living. Having turned our backs on 
Him, we return to find He still loves 
us! Steadfastly loves us! He wasn't 
shaken a bit! Angered? Yes! Hurt? 
Yes! But still there with love! 
Parental love is without condition, 
without reservation. Mature parents 
love through rebellion, independence, 
embarrassments, thoughtlessness, fail-
ure. They are there waiting for the re-
turning child. Oh, for steadfast love! 
What a sense of strength, comfort 
and joy is ours as we learn to trust a 
God who loves like this because of His 
perspective on time. Because God is 
far-sighted, and despite His near-
sightedness, He continues to love. 
Trusting God means that we assert 
that He knows what is best. We will 
follow where and when He leads. To 
do less undermines His Lordship and 
His Love. 
God loves and lasts forever—Man? 
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The Lengthening Shadow 
of an Idea 
Paul Hosteller 
yet unfinished Old Main. Rev. Zook 
preached his famous sermon in which 
he crashed a glass of water to the floor 
to show what would happen to all false 
doctrines ever to be propounded at 
Messiah College. 
A junior college was organized in 
1920—the first such college in the 
state. Curricular growth precipitated a 
1924 amendment to the original 
char te r , changing the name to 
Messiah Bible College. 
The name Messiah College was 
adopted in 1951 when the institution 
was authorized by Pennsylvania to 
confer bacca laurea te degrees in 
religious education and theology. The 
Bachelor of Arts degree was added in 
1953 and the Bachelor of Science in 
1954. The high school program was 
terminated in 1961. 
In 1963 Messiah College received 
accreditation by the Middle States 
Association of College and Secondary 
Schools and expanded its professional 
education program to prepare second-
ary school teachers. In 1971 the 
Commonwea l th of Pennsylvania 
authorized the college to prepare 
elementary teachers, and in 1974 
authorized the preparation of early-
childhood teachers. 
In 1968 a satellite campus was 
e s t a b l i s h e d in P h i l a d e l p h i a in 
collaboration with Temple University, 
providing greatly expanded academic 
possibilities and opening the door for 
juniors and seniors to experience the 
cultural and cross-cultural oppor-
tunities of a large metropolis. 
S. R. Smith's dreams were of "a 
school where the Word of God is held 
up as the main standard of teaching 
and all secular branches of study are 
held up and taught as rays emanating 
from the great center—God." The 
college's "Christ Preeminent" motto 
through all the years since has firmly 
supported his lofty ideal. In today's 
words, the first president's vision is 
often expressed as "the integration of 
faith and learning." 
The Alumni-
The Lengthening Shadow 
of an Institution 
Institutions have been described as 
the extended shadow of a man. 
Messiah College is the shadow of 
more than one person, but particularly 
of S. R. Smith, the founder and first 
president. 
Having suffered the "deterioration 
of his religious faith" because of a 
secular higher education, he in later 
years urged the brotherhood to launch 
a Bible school. From 1906 until his 
death in 1916, S. R. Smith gave 
himself fully to the opening and 
growth of the church school. 
M e s s i a h B i b l e S c h o o l a n d 
Missionary Training Home (as it was 
first called) opened in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, in 1909. A four-year 
academy augmented by select post-
high school courses, it moved to its 
present location in Grantham in 1911. 
President S. R. Smith and J. R. 
Zook joined in the dedication of the as 
The writer is Director of Public Information, 
Messiah College. He also is Secretary of the 
Publication Board and Convention Director for 
the forthcoming General Conference. 
Leora G. Yoder recently retired 
after many years of mission service 
in India. She says that at the pres-
ent time she is "waiting on God to 
know the place He has for me." 
Graduating from the Messiah 
Academy in 1926, Leora went into 
nurses training, receiving her R. N. 
degree in 1931. She then served 
under the Home Mission Board of 
the Brethren in Christ Church in 
Kentucky until 1935, when she 
returned to Messiah for another 
year of studies. 
Upon the death of Ruth Byer 
Foote, the Foreign Mission Board 
asked Leora to go to India. Before 
going to India, she had a one-year 
course at the Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy and Science. From 
then until August of 1977, except 
for furloughs, this Messiah-grad-
uate has served the Lord faithfully 
in India. 
Typical of her modesty, the infor-
mation she supplied was brief, 
although her time of service was 
long. 
Looking back across the years to 
her Messiah days, Leora says: "My 
days at Messiah were happy days. 
Professor A. Brechbill, Miss Fran-
ces Davidson, Miss Mary Hoffman 
were outstanding in my student 
days. Their dedication to Christ, 
their concern for and interest in me 
and all students was outstanding. 
They were models of Christian 
character." 
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Bishop Climenhaga Reflects on 
Messiah and 
the Church 
Messiah College has always had a 
special place in my life for I was born 
there, literally, on the college hill, in 
"Brechbill House." My grandfather 
was its founder. My brother served 
four years as president. My father, 
mother, and daughter taught there at 
different periods through the years. 
My wife and two children are 
graduates of Messiah College. I am 
not, for in the tides and fortunes of my 
life I attended and was graduated from 
Upland College. I am therefore a 
member of the merged Messiah 
College-Upland College Alumni. 
Because of all the above things, and 
more, I do feel a deep sense of love for 
and loyalty to Messiah College. But 
these are all natural and physical ties 
of family and history. 
Bishop Climenhaga is bishop of the CentraI 
Regional Conference of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. He. with his wife, Dorcas, reside in 
Nappanee, Ind. 
Jan Engle is giving two years in 
Voluntary Service at Macha Mis-
sion in Zambia, administrating and 
teaching in the Nurses Training 
School, at the Macha Hospital. 
Af ter two years at Messiah 
College (1965-67) she completed 
the B.S. degree in nursing at Case 
Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland. She then worked as a 
public health nurse in inner city 
Cleveland for a year before retur-
ning to CWRU for completion of a 
m a s t e r ' s d e g r e e in p s y -
chiatric/mental health nursing in 
1976. She left for Zambia three 
months later. 
There is a deeper sense of commit-
ment and loyalty as I view Messiah 
College and its relat ion to the 
Brethren In Christ Church today. Its 
motto "Christ Preeminent" is literally 
being fulfilled as our college seeks to 
nurture and educate today's young 
people to serve. The college was 
founded on the Bible. Its leaders 
believed in and taught conversion, 
heart purity, and dedicated exemplary 
living. It trained its students to leave 
its halls ready to make their contribu-
tion to the world. 
Many aspects of the college have 
changed since its founding, as they 
should have, but its principles remain 
the same. Theologically it is Bible 
based. The absolutes of the Bible are 
taught by dedicated teachers whose 
own lives add emphasis to what they 
teach. I see Messiah College as 
providing a scholarly environment 
t h a t e n c o u r a g e s the a sk ing of 
questions, not accepting cliches and 
pat answers. I see Messiah College as 
influencing its students in the forma-
tion of their thoughts in regards to 
theology and ethics. It provides an 
atmosphere where its students can 
interact with people of different 
backgrounds with different ways of 
During her years of study, Jan 
was involved with Nurses Christian 
Fe l lowsh ip ( re la ted to In ter -
Varsity), working with nursing and 
graduate students. At Macha she 
helps nursing students with Bible 
study and applying Christian prin-
ciples to nursing. She is also 
singing in a gospel quartet. 
Jan enjoys sewing, tennis, piano, 
and learning f i rs t -hand about 
another culture. On her return trip 
she hopes to spend several months 
in a German Bible School and then 
p r a c t i c e a n d t e a c h p s y -
chiatric/mental health nursing in a 
baccalaureate nursing program in 
the U.S. Along with all of this, Jan 
would like to pursue studies in 
anthropology. 
"I became more firmly grounded 
in my faith during that time, [her 
years at Messiah] and so felt better 
prepared for going to a secular 
un i ve rs i t y . I a p p r e c i a t e d the 
"family" atmosphere at Messiah 
and I am thankful for the long-
lasting friendships which devel-
oped and which continue to enrich 
my life." 
thinking. Yet its underlying principles 
of faith and doctrine run deeply 
enough that its students who honestly 
seek God's truth can come out with 
the fundamentals of their faith based 
on the teachings of God's Word. 
I well recall some years ago, when I 
was a p a s t o r in P e n n s y l v a n i a , 
answering the telephone one evening 
to find one of our young men, who was 
attending Messiah College, wanting to 
talk with me. He wanted to share that 
he had been led to a deeper commit-
ment to the Lord. In his joy he had 
shared with one of his friends the 
reality of Christ and had led his friend 
to the Lord. He was joyfully ex-
claiming and witnessing to the Chris-
tian influence of our college and what 
its teaching meant to him at that 
crucial point in his life. I have had 
opportunity to observe this young man 
since and the biblical teachings 
received while at Messiah College 
have been a real force in his life. 
As our church-related college, 
Messiah, continues to articulate the 
doctrines of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. The Lord has used Messiah 
College to crystallize the call of many 
young men to the pastoral ministry. 
The biblical theological training 
received there by our young men 
before they enter seminary is I think 
second to none. The campus offers 
tremendous opportunities for young 
people to meet church leaders, to 
attend church conferences, and in a 
general way to get "a feel" for the 
brotherhood, for the strength and 
genius and outreach of our church. 
Messiah College stresses that Christ's 
command to serve is relevant for 
today and gives opportunity for Chris-
tian service in all kinds of settings. I 
pray for Messiah College, and ask that 
you also pray for the administration 
and staff, that the basic principle 
"Christ Preeminent" will continue in 
years to undergird the college and 
characterize its graduates. 
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Messiah's Academic Dean States 
the college's purpose 
Existing to Serve 
MESSIAH 
COLLEGE 
Messiah College is a significant part 
of Christ ian higher education in 
America today. For many years it was 
a well-guarded secret of the Brethren 
in Christ Church and a few other 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s nea r G r a n t h a m . 
However, during the past decade the 
dramatic growth has been primarily 
due to Christians from other churches 
"discovering" Messiah. I would like to 
share with you some reasons for 
Messiah's emergence as a strong and 
important Christian college. 
Mess iah Col lege is providing 
leadership not only among Christian 
colleges, but among small private 
colleges in Pennsylvania and nation-
wide. Both faculty and administration 
have provided executive leadership in 
national organizations like the Coun-
cil for the Advancement of Small 
Colleges (CASC) and the National 
Association of Independent Colleges 
and Univers i t ies ( N A I C U ) . The 
Christian College Consortium (CCC) 
has since its inception depended heavi-
ly and regular ly on input f rom 
Messiah. The CCC consists of four-
teen well-known Christian colleges 
from across the United States. 
Among Christian colleges, Messiah 
is seen as one that has not com-
promised its Christian commitment. 
This spiritual strength is a direct 
reflection on the founding church 
which has always called for the-
ological principles to be evident in the 
day-to-day practices of the institu-
tion. In recent years many nominally 
Chr i s t i an ins t i tu t ions are t rying 
desperately to reestablish relationships 
with the church. Much of Messiah's 
strength stems from the fact that 
church relationships have always been 
strong, even during those years when it 
Dr. Brandt is serving in his first year as 
Academic Dean, having come to Messiah from 
Gordon College. He is a graduate of Wheaton 
College and the University of Oklahoma. 
H. David Brandt 
wasn't nearly as popular as it seems to 
be today. It is this clear commitment 
to evangelical Christianity that gives 
Messiah its primary reason for ex-
istence. 
But some of these statements could 
also apply to other institutions, so one 
might ask for a Messiah distinctive 
among Christian colleges. There are 
several that one might mention, but 
the one which strikes me most forcibly 
is the blend of theory and practice that 
I find here. Too often Christian liberal 
arts colleges tend toward extremes. 
Either they become very theoretical 
and somewhat divorced from daily 
living, or they seem to deemphasize 
abstraction and the arts and tend 
toward technical schools. I am excited 
that at Messiah it is important that 
students study subjects that lead to 
jobs! At the same time all graduates 
are exposed to the arts, sciences, and 
other general studies. 
The term "liberal arts" often con-
jures up the middle ages in people's 
minds. The term is really very flexible 
and should be reinterpreted by every 
generation so that the schools which 
describe themselves as liberal arts 
colleges offer curricula designed to 
educate whole people. It seems to me 
that the balance I have found at 
Messiah is good and allows students to 
gain a general education and also be 
able to contribute to the world of 
work. 
It is now almost one year since I 
first stepped on Messiah's campus. As 
I think back to a year ago, I have 
asked what characteristics particularly 
attracted me to Messiah College. It 
became clear to me quickly upon 
arrival that this is a dynamic institu-
tion. It was exciting to think of being 
connected with a liberal arts college 
willing to try unconventional things 
such as a general education curric-
ulum with a program of integrated 
studies at the heart. I was further 
impressed by the people at Messiah. I 
got the feeling that individuals worked 
here because they wanted to. 
Probably as important as anything 
in attracting me to Messiah was that I 
felt comfortable here. Having grown 
up in two small, predominantly Men-
nonite towns in the Midwest, the son 
of a Mennonite minister (Evangelical 
Mennonite Brethren), I feel that in 
many ways I am "back home." My 
family and I feel privileged to be 
attending a Brethren in Christ church 
and to be working at an institution 
with roots not far from our own in 
many ways. 
HoW then do I envision the future 
for Messiah College? In my opinion 
this school exists to serve. We are not 
here to provide jobs for approximately 
fifty faculty members, or to construct 
an imposing physical plant, or to 
produce winning athletic teams. Our 
purpose is rather to serve our con-
stituency. This constituency is most 
directly the students presently enrolled 
at the college, but these students come 
from homes and churches, and they 
soon become alumni and form new 
homes. 
How then does Messiah serve the 
church? I have in mind here par-
t icular ly the Brethren in Chr i s t 
Church. It is often assumed that the 
most important thing we do for the 
church is to provide the right college 
for future ministers to attend. This is 
indeed one of our functions. The addi-
tion of a Christian Education major is 
a recent event affirming our accep-
tance of this responsibility. 
Of equal importance is the provision 
of an excellent education for future lay 
people. The church's strength lies as 
much in the laity as in the ministry. 
Therefore it is important that we 
cont inual ly g rapple with issues 
to page seven 
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Charles and Martha Starr with Melanle and 
Gregory 
Charles R. Starr is the Assistant 
Trust Officer in the Union National 
Bank in Mount Joy, Pennsylvania. 
A 1968 Messiah graduate, he com-
pleted a course at the Pennsylvania 
Bankers Association Trust School 
and received a basic certificate 
f rom the American Institute of 
Banking. 
From 1968 to 1970 he and his 
wife, Martha (Brubaker), served at 
Choma Secondary School in Zam-
b ia w h e r e he was b u s i n e s s 
manager and bookkeeping teacher 
and she was also a teacher. Martha 
was g radua ted f rom Messiah 
Magna Cum Laude in 1968. She 
later studied at Millersville State 
College and is presently teaching 
kindergarten at Breezy View Chris-
tian School in Columbia. 
They a t tend the Lancas te r 
Brethren in Christ Church where 
Char les is the t reasurer , and 
member of the Church Board, 
Finance Committee, and choir. He 
also serves as treasurer of the 
Atlantic Conference Finance Com-
mittee. 
Mar tha chairs the Board of 
Christian Education, is a member 
of the Church Board and choir, and 
directs the Pre-School Department 
of the Sunday School. She is the 
secretary of the regional con-
ference Board of Christian Educa-
tion. 
Charles and Martha have two 
c h i l d r e n : M e l a n i e , 31/2, and 
Gregory, 2. Their hobby is gar-
dening. 
Of his Messiah days Charles 
says: "At Messiah College I found a 
sense of direction for my life. My 
academic studies, participation in 
Gospel Team, and singing with 
Messiah's Men helped me discover 
my capabilities and led me to make 
a commitment to serve. My college 
years prepared me to take a place 
in today's church and society." 
Existing to Serve 
from page six 
relating our faith with the various 
academic disciplines leading to jobs 
outside of the church. This process is 
never complete but must be one ever-
present activity at Messiah. So the 
future church must be served by 
providing both exceptionally well 
educated clergy and laity. 
The church of the present also needs 
the resources Messiah can offer. I 
think particularly of service we can 
offer through the umbrella of Con-
t inuing Educa t ion . We welcome 
suggestions from the churches as to 
their needs and interaction with us on 
how best to meet those needs. 
My dream is that Messiah College 
will continue to provide constructive 
leadership for the Brethren in Christ 
Church and for the larger constituency 
of evangelicals. Many areas are 
begging for leadership. An example is 
the role of the fine arts in Christian 
colleges. Messiah has set for itself a 
goal of clarifying the issues involved. I 
trust that in this community of Chris-
tian scholars definitive statements will 
emerge, and that, as times moves on 
and issues change, Messiah will be 
providing the leadership required of 
us. 
H. David Brandt 
(Left to right — standing) Shirley, Barry, 
Ray and Rodney; (seated) Daryl and Fern 
Ray M. Musser is a life un-
derwriter for New England Mutual 
Life, specializing in life, health, pen-
sion plans, and annuities. In addi-
tion, he serves as part-time Ex-
ecutive Director of the Jacob Engle 
Foundation of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Ray's freshman year at Messiah 
was interrupted in 1955 to give two 
years of 1W service at the Dayton 
State Hospital. After attending 
Upland College in 1958-59, he took 
business courses at three other 
colleges in Southern California. 
H is w i f e , Fern ( K n e p p e r ) , 
graduated from Messiah in 1954. 
She is a partner in Ray's insurance 
business and also assists in the 
Jacob Engle Foundation. "Her hob-
bies are sewing and cooking, but 
most importantly being a mother to 
their three children still at home: 
Daryl, a sophomore at Azusa 
Pacific College; Barry, a freshman 
at Messiah; and Rodney, a junior at 
Upland High School. Shirley, 21, 
was married to David Honzt on 
January 6. 
Ray is deeply involved in church 
activities. A member of the Upland 
Congregation, he sings in the choir 
and serves on the music com-
mittee, church board, and building 
committee. On the regional level, 
he is assistant chairman of the 
U p l a n d M a n o r t r u s t e e s and 
treasurer of the Extension Loan 
Fund. For the denomination he is a 
member of four boards and com-
missions. 
As he re f lec ts on Mess iah 
C o l l e g e , Ray s a y s : " A s a 
businessman, I would state that no 
value can be set on the training I 
received at Messiah College. I 
learned love for my Lord, love for 
my family, (Messiah is where I met 
my wife). Love for my church and 
college are a few of the values not 
measured on my balance sheet. 
Christian education has a very high 
priority with our family. This is evi-
dent by Shirley, Daryl, and Barry 
being in Christian colleges. I am 
proud of what Messiah College is 
doing, and I want to carry out and 
help improve the great heritage 
that Messiah College has offered 
me." 
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The Complete Person 
A Vision Come True 
Harvey Sider 
Niagara Christian College 
Springvale Bible School . . . 
Ontario Bible School (O.B.S.) 
. . . Niagara Christian College 
(N.C.C.) 
Each of the above symbolizes a 
significant phase in the birth and 
development of the present institution. 
But years before these names were 
household words, it was the vision, 
promotion, persistence, and work of 
men like P. J. Wiebe that brought 
them into existence. 
45 years ago nine full-time and two 
part-time students gathered for eight 
weeks at Springvale under the aegis of 
that congregation. In a prophetic 
word, Murray Long, a student of that 
first class, wrote in the school's 
publication "The Maple Leaf': "I 
hope the school will be developed and 
— will be extended to a yearly 
course." The year was 1932. 
T h a t s a m e f a l l C a n a d i a n 
Conference (then Canadian Joint 
Council) sponsored the Bible School 
at Springvale. Now renamed Ontario 
Bible School, the school was relocated 
at M a r k h a m in 1934, serving a 
growing student body with an enlarged 
curriculum. 
In 1938 the Lord miraculously 
provided the present site. The "Bel-
mont Club" had been built, reportedly 
by the "Underworld," on a beautiful 
120-acre site facing the majestic 
Niagara River. When the club went 
bankrupt, the property was offered for 
sale. A special session of Canadian 
Conference was convened. By a ma-
jority decision of just one vote, this 
valuable property was purchased for a 
mere $13,000.00. 
The writer is president of Niagara Christian 
College, having come to this office following 
missionary service in India and a pastoral 
ministry with the Stayner congregation. He has 
been nominated as bishop-elect for the Cana-
dian Conference. 
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T h a t fa l l , N i a g a r a C h r i s t i a n 
College (N.C.C.) (called O.B.S. until 
1950) embarked on a full scale high 
school program. Subsequent to this, 
the institution was accredited by the 
Ontario Ministry of Education. 
Until the early 70's, except for a 
brief period during World War II 
when Mennoni tes f rom Europe 
swelled the enrolment to a high of 127, 
N.C.C. operated with a student body 
varying between 60-100. Since then, 
the enrolment has steadily risen, with 
194 registrants this year. Of this group 
forty-five students come from six 
foreign countries. 60% of the Cana-
dian students are from Brethren in 
Christ homes. More Brethren in 
Christ students are now in attendance 
than the total enrolment a decade ago. 
The impact of N.C.C. on the life of 
the Church struck me on a recent 
occasion, when I was speaking in one 
of our churches. I asked those in the 
audience who had attended or were 
currently enrolled at N.C.C. to stand. 
I was amazed as nearly half the con-
gregation rose. Unusual? Perhaps! 
Nonetheless, it does indicate the 
significant influence N.C.C. exercises 
in the life of the Canadian churches. 
Pastors, educators, missionaries, doc-
tors, bishops, professionals, home-
m a k e r s , you th l eade r s , c r a f t s -
men—sharing a dynamic Christian life 
and witness in the congregation, com-
munity and world—reveal the impor-
tance of N.C.C.'s ministry. 
With numerous foreign and ethnic 
groups, N.C.C. is also an excellent 
setting for cross-cultural exposure. 
Orientals, Afro-Americans , North 
American Indians have been a part of 
campus life during the past few years. 
To live with and enjoy people of other 
backgrounds provides a rich ex-
perience in learning. It becomes a 
training ground for immediate service 
and future leadership. Mark Wideman 
and Paul Moore were students at 
N.C.C. last year. This year they were 
working with the North American 
Indians—the former at The Navajo 
Mission and the latter at Montreal 
Lake Children's Home. 
N.C.C. provides a place where the 
lifestyle and world-view of teenagers 
are molded and nurtured in an at-
mosphere conducive to building Chris-
tian character. The existential phi-
losophy, permissiveness, and deter-
ioration of discipline and morals so 
prevalent in secular institutions are 
here replaced by principles based on 
God's eternal Word. This is both 
taught and caught through formal and 
informal interchange. Bible classes 
and chapel are reinforced by the 
Christian approach to all of life. In 
basic studies such as English, history, 
economics and science, Christian 
presuppositions exert a strong in-
fluence on the conclusions reached. 
N.C.C. provides an alternative to 
secular education. 
Since the inception of the Brethren 
in Christ Church two centuries ago, 
our denomination has espoused values 
such as virtue, justice, and discipline. 
But current trends in secular education 
so often run counter to these Christian 
concepts. Peer pressure and the 
classroom training of the mind in 
philosophies and attitudes contrary to 
Scripture make it increasingly im-
perative for Christian youth to avail 
themselves of an education in a Chris-
tian setting where academic excellence 
is maintained. For the Brethren in 
Christ in Canada and the United 
States, N.C.C. is the answer. 
9 
Walter was born in Sas-
katchewan at the beginning of the 
great depression, and came to On-
tario with the family in 1935. 
Following five years at N.C.C. 
(Gr. 9-13) Walter became the 
owner-manager of his family's 
meat packing business. Two years 
later, 1951, he was married to Lois 
Heise, to whom were born three 
sons. 
Walter was soon called into 
Christian service by the Wainfleet 
District by becoming the first pastor 
of the Port Colborne congregation. 
Simultaneously, he completed his 
B. Th. at Toronto Bible College. 
Niagara Christian College 
Sons and Daughters 
In 1967 Walter accepted the call 
to the Carlisle Church, his present 
pastorate. Here he pursued his 
education and received his Doctor 
of Ministry in 1976. 
Walter has served on numerous 
boards and committees including 
Board of Christian Education,serv-
ing as Director of Youth for six 
years, N.C.C. Board of Trustees 
and Camp Kahquah Board of 
Directors. His present involvements 
include, among others, Messiah 
Home Building & Development 
Board, Task Force on Church 
Growth, and the N.C.C. Site Study 
Committee. He is also active in 
many community and fraternal 
organizations. Walter lectures part 
time at Messiah in the Department 
of Religion and Philosophy. 
C o n c e r n i n g N.C.C. Wal te r 
reflects, "Niagara Christian College 
did much to help me establish 
certain values and goals in life. I am 
indebted to the faculty and staff 
members who demonstrated love 
and concern for the students while 
they prodded them in academic 
pursuits." 
Mary spent the first 8 years of 
her life in the Houghton Mission 
where her parents pastored that 
congregation. 
After a four-year program, she 
g r a d u a t e d f r o m H a m i l t o n 
Teachers' Col lege and Brock 
University, B.A. in Sociology & 
Psychology, cum laude. Mary is 
continuing graduate work in educa-
tion at Brock. 
Mary's exposure includes 10 
years of primary teaching, 2 years 
with her husband, Lester, in the 
M t s h a b e z i Teache r T r a i n i n g 
Institute, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, and 
for the past 10 years as a Lincoln 
County Board of Education Primary 
Consultant. 
Because of Mary's specialization 
in education, she has found herself 
involved in the educational ministry 
of the Church. For the past 5 years, 
she has served as the Director of 
C h r i s t i a n E d u c a t i o n for the 
Wainfleet Church. Mary was the 
writer of a quarter's material, 
Grade 1, of The Foundation Series 
and a member of both the Cana-
dian and General Conference 
Mary Fretz 
Board of Christian Education. 
Out of a background of both 
public and private education, Mary 
writes: "It is essential that our 
teenagers have the opportunity to 
attend high school in a Christian 
atmosphere. I appreciate the op-
portunity I had to attend N.C.C. 
Christian principles were upheld, 
values respected and l i felong 
friendships formed. The social ac-
tivities provided, were consistent 
with values of Christian teenagers. 
Ample opportunities to interact 
with Christian adults provided the 
basis upon which to make many 
important decisions." 
ROM Cllmenhage 
Ross Climenhage began his 
career in 1953 upon the completion 
of Grades 9-13 at N.C.C. For two 
years he worked in municipal af-
fairs as an assessor for his home 
community of Fort Erie. In 1955 he 
moved to Toronto taking employ-
ment with the Canadian Broad-
casting Corporation. After two 
years, he returned to Fort Erie, 
resumed his original profession, 
later working for the City of Niagara 
Falls and the Province of Ontario. 
During this time Ross became an 
Institute of Canada Accredited Ap-
praiser and was a member of the 
Institute of Municipal Assessors. 
In 1971 Ross joined the real 
estate division of Guarantee Trust 
Company managing their Fort Erie 
office until 1977 when he opened 
his own real estate firm. 
Ross has been involved in the 
Bertie, Falls View, and Sherkston 
congregations serving in various 
areas of administration and Chris-
tian Education. He has served on 
t h e C a n a d i a n R e g i o n a l 
Stewardship Committee and is 
presently on the N.C.C. Board of 
Trustees. 
Committee and is presently on the 
N.C.C. Board of Trustees. 
Ross' wife and daughter also 
graduated from N.C.C. Out of their 
combined experience he says, "I 
feel most fortunate to have had 
N.C.C. available to my family and 
myself. As students, we have 
logged a total of 12 years at the 
college. Recognizing the intense 
bombardment of external forces on 
the individual, I thank God for this 
f ine ins t i tu t ion , its power fu l , 
positive influence and its vision for 
the future." 
10 Evangelical Visitor 
Niagara Christian College 
Roger Sider grew up in a family 
of four boys in Sherkston, Ontario. 
Upon completion of N.C.C. (Gr. 9-
12) Roger enrolled in the Faculty of 
Medic ine at the University of 
Toronto. 
During 1961-62 Roger took a 
leave of absence to attend Messiah 
College where he obtained a B.A. 
and initiated negotiations to obtain 
a wife, Joann Wolgemuth. Roger 
and Joann were married in 1964 
and Roger received his M.D. two 
years later. After an internship in 
Toronto the Siders began two years 
of voluntary service with Brethren 
in Christ Missions in Rhodesia. 
They returned in 1969 and moved 
to Baltimore, Maryland, where 
Roger took his residency training in 
phychiatry at the Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine. After comple-
tion of his residency, Roger joined 
the faculty of the Medical School at 
Johns Hoplins, In June, 1977 the 
Siders moved to Rochester, New 
York, where Roger is Associate 
Professor of Psychiatry at the 
University of Rochester Medical 
Center. 
Roger's keen insights and wide 
experience bring him into demand 
as a speaker and counsellor across 
the brotherhood. Roger also serves 
as Secretary of the Board for 
Missions. Of his experience at 
N.C.C. he says: "From my training I 
know of the importance of the 
adolescent years in sett ing a 
pattern for one's life. At N.C.C. I 
was most fo r tuna te to have 
teachers who were models of 
Christian adulthood, who lived what 
they believed and who sacrificially 
served in order to make possible a 
Christian education for students. 
Roger Grant, Academic Dean 
sees the NCC emphasis to be 
on 
Wholeness 
Niagara Christian College offers 
a great opportunity for students to 
obtain a high school education in 
an environment of academic ex-
cellence, spiritual encouragement 
and social wholesomeness. This 
year, over 190 students selected 
N.C.C. because of what it has to 
offer. These students come to us 
primarily from southeastern On-
tario but some come from other 
parts of Canada, the United States, 
Hong Kong and several other coun-
tries. They represent 16 denomi-
nations including Brethren in 
Christ, Baptist, United Brethren, 
Free M e t h o d i s t , and Un i ted 
Missionary. Approximately 60% of 
our students live in dormitories on 
campus and the remaining 40% 
commute to school. 
The program of courses avail-
able at N.C.C. is intended to pre-
pare students for study in uni-
versity and other institutions of 
higher education. However, there is 
sufficient flexibility in course plan-
ning, that students not planning to 
further their education, are able to 
plan an appropr iate program. 
We are pleased with our thirteen-
member teaching staff. All our 
teachers are dedicated Christians 
and carry a real concern for the 
spiritual growth and commitment of 
the students. 77% of our teachers 
have earned a bachelor degree, 
15% are taking courses toward 
completing their degree and 62% 
have a teaching certificate from the 
Ministry of Education of Ontario. 
The average of the teaching staff is 
32 and many of them are com-
mitted to long-term service in 
Christian education at the College. 
Dr. Grant is a graduate of Niagara Christian 
College. Messiah College, and Syracuse Univer-
sity. He was a member of the faculty of Messiah 
College where he was chairman of the Depart-
ment of Natural Sciences. 
The ex t racu r r i cu la r spor ts 
program has been outstanding and 
probably has been one of the fac-
to rs wh i ch has e n c o u r a g e d 
students to enrol in the College. 
Niagara Christian College and five 
other Christ ian schools have 
fo rmed the Ontar io Ath let ic 
Association of Christian Schools. 
Interscholastic competition in this 
assoc ia t ion inc ludes soccer , 
volleyball, basketball, hockey, bad-
minton, and track. Both girls' and 
boys' teams compete in most of 
these activities. In addition, an in-
tramural program provides oppor-
tunity for most of the student body 
to participate on a less competitive 
level. 
Many of the students of N.C.C. 
who complete grades 12 and 13, 
continue their education in univer-
sity, liberal arts college or Bible 
college. Following the 1976-77 
school year, the grade 12 students 
distr ibuted themselves in the 
following pursuits: 59% returned to 
N.C.C. for grade 13; 15% went to 
college or university; 9% attended 
another high school for grade 13; 
and 17% joined the labour force. 
Perhaps the most important 
funct ion of Niagara Christ ian 
College is to provide a setting in 
which each student must examine, 
for himself, what it means to be a 
Christian and how it is possible to 
live the Christian life. Christian 
principles and the meaning of com-
mitment are explored in Bible 
classes, chapel, prayer meetings 
and, as opportunity presents itself, 
in regular classes. Each year, a 
significant number of students 
either make an initial commitment 
to Christ or recommit themselves to 
Him. 
". . . fortunate to have teachers 
who were models of Christian 
adulthood" 
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Niagara Christian College 
Beyond the Three R's 
Education can be fun! That is, at 
N.C.C.! 
Or if not pure joy, "the extras" make 
it like the popular children's song "a 
spoonful of sugar makes the medicine 
go down." 
There are a number of "plusses" at 
N.C.C. which takes education beyond 
the academics of the three "R ' s . " The 
photography of this page attempts to 
illustrate some of the fringe benefits. 
In some instances and with some 
students these are almost as mean-
ingful and life-shaping as the class-
room learning. 
Two of the more outstanding features 
are the varsity sports and the ensemble 
"The River Brethren." Competition to 
share in either of these is keen. At the 
same time, because of the relatively 
small student body, there is opportuni-
ty for a proportionately large number 
of students to develop their skills and 
achieve a significant sense of ac-
complishment. 
These activities take students to 
numerous churches and schools. Ex-
posure gained by such experiences are 
not only enjoyable, but has tremen-
dous potential for social, emotional 
and spiritual development. 
Clockwise beginning on right; Home 
away from home — If only those walls could 
talk • Volley ball Is played to win In the 
gymnatorlum • Have you ever seen a heat 
wave • A view of a section of the choir 
presenting the Christmas Cantata, "A Son 
Is Given" • Intercollegiate soccer with gym-
natorlum In background • A scene from "A 
Christmas Carol" The Cratchet family at 
dinner • "The River Brethren" extends 
NCC's ministry far and wide. 
The drama club has become a growing 
part of extracurricular activities. Just 
before Chris tmas , they presented 
Charles Dickens' famous "A Christ-
mas Caro l " three times to three 
different types of audiences. Another 
major production is planned for the 
spring. Students wishing to flex 
dramatic muscles, find this extra to be 
a source of pleasure. 
For boarding students, dorm life is a 
plus gained in no other milieu. Endless 
hours spent in discussing life and its 
m e a n i n g o f t en help to give a 
questioning student the answer he 
seeks. Integration of expatriate and 
Canadian students as roommates is 
becoming more common. While this is 
entirely voluntary, there can be no 
better cross-cultural experience in the 
nitty gritty of life. 
The three " R ' s " — YES, and we 
major on these and academic ex-
cellence. But, the extras make life 
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The news media recently carried a 
story about a fifteen year old boy who 
confessed to the police that he shot to 
death an 82 year old woman who 
surprised him and his friend as they 
were robbing her home. The unusual 
thing about the case was that the 
defendant pleaded innocent because 
"prolonged, involuntary, subliminal 
intoxication with television" had made 
him insane at the time of the murder. 
Although the jury rejected his plea, 
one must wonder to what extent ex-
posure to television was the cause of 
his violent response. 
There is little doubt that our actions 
and attitudes are influenced by the 
models we observe. Evidence of this is 
all around us. A recent major airline 
hijacking was followed immediately 
by a number of similar hijackings. 
Minor incidents of fans running onto 
the field at sporting events led to the 
unfortunate display that took place 
after the last game of the World Series 
this Fall. Fads are a less destructive 
evidence of modeling. Fluctuations 
occur between long and short hair and 
between mini, midi, and maxi skirts as 
glamorous models show us how we are 
supposed to look this year. 
What does this tell us about the way 
people learn? What principles of 
modeling theory are relevant to Chris-
tian education? 
Much learning comes through im-
itating the behavior of others. Chris-
tian Education involves learning to 
think and act in new ways as a result 
of exposure to a Christian model. A 
student learns to share with others as a 
result of observing how his teachers 
share with him, e.g., visiting the 
student's home, attending school ac-
The writer is associate Director of Christian 
Education for the denomination. 
tivities in which the student par-
ticipates, helping the student with a 
personal problem, giving the student 
a gift on his birthday. These concrete 
acts of sharing are as effective as the 
most carefully planned lesson on 
sharing. 
Students imitate because they get 
satisfaction from doing so. The Chris-
' tian learns to imitate Christian prac-
tices and attitudes because of the 
satisfaction he receives. This satisfac-
tion comes in several ways. 
The sense of satisfaction may come 
directly from the teacher. When a 
young Sunday school student shares a 
toy with another child, the teacher 
may say, "Tommie is sharing just like 
the widow shared with Elijah in our 
story today." The student is rewarded 
for sharing. 
The satisfaction may be inherent in 
the act performed. As the student 
continues to share with other children, 
he begins to develop an innner 
satisfaction. As a result, he grows up 
finding pleasure in sharing his money 
and possessions with those who need 
them. 
The sa t i s fac t ion may also be 
vicarious. When a teacher praises a 
child for sharing, other children in the 
class are encouraged to share. The 
result is that many students learn the 
principles of sharing. 
So, students imitate because they 
receive satisfaction from it. Yet, not 
all imitation is good. Models may be 
either good or bad. 
Unfortunately, Christian models 
must compete with many deviant 
models. A model may communicate 
selfish exploitation instead of unselfish 
sharing. When a T.V. character is 
glamorized for sexual exploitation and 
selfish violence, viewers learn that 
selfishness is more desirable behavior 
than sharing. 
The Christian teacher can counter 
these deviant models with biblical 
ones. He/she can point out the agony 
that David suffered as a result of his 
sexual exploitation of Bathsheba and 
his selfish violence directed at her 
husband, Uriah. Thus, the student 
observes that selfishness is not 
something to be imitated. 
These principles of modeling have 
practical applications for Christian 
Education. These can be used by 
Sunday school teachers, parents, 
youth leaders, and anyone who teaches 
Christian principles. 
1. The teacher must exemplify in 
his/her own life the Christian 
concepts to be taught. 
2. The teacher should praise 
students for Christ-like behavior 
a n d i g n o r e u n a c c e p t a b l e 
behavior. 
3. The teacher should try gradually 
to remove his praise so that the 
student can develop internal 
motivation to practice Christian 
principles. 
4. The teacher should praise 
students publicly so that other 
s t u d e n t s may benef i t f r o m 
models of good behavior. 
5. The teacher should expose 
students to valid models from the 
Bible and good C h r i s t i a n 
literature and limit exposure to 
deviant models presented on 
television and at newsstands. 
These applications of modeling are 
not easy to carry out. They cannot be 
neatly programmed. The teacher must 
let the teachings of the curriculum 
speak to him/her and then be alert to 
find the right moment to communicate 
the teachings to the students. 
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Missions 
Going, Not Knowing, But Sowing 
Levi Brubaker 
Macha Mission, Zambia 
You can best see God work 
when you're not uptight. 
When the bishop's monthly news-
letter arrived some months ago, it 
was accompanied by a circular an-
nouncing the places and dates of the 
evangelists for the coming season. My 
name was underlined in red. The place 
of my assignment was Chibizyi (chee-
beezee). I had never been there so I did 
not know where it was. I asked some 
of my Zambian neighbors—they 
didn' t know either. I asked the 
bishop—though I think he knew 
generally, he did not give me specific 
directions. I asked him who was in 
charge. He told me no one was in 
charge but advised me to look for a 
former deacon whom he expected 
would welcome and assist me. The 
congregation had ceased to function 
some time ago because the leadership 
had failed. 
The Challenge 
So, there 1 was—assigned to a place 
I did not know where, to contact 
someone of whom I knew only his 
name, to revive a congregation which 
wasn't, to stay with and be cared for 
by I did not know whom. But assigned 
1 was. Daniel Nsemu, one of our 
pastors, was assigned as my associate. 
He arrived at Macha on the day of 
departure. We were off! 
We were not totally unprepared for 
this uncertain adventure. We had our 
tent, some basic foods and accessories 
for living in the bush. We expected to 
rough it for the week. However, we 
W E R E unprepared in one respect. 
Our local gasoline station was out of 
supply. And there was no other on the 
way to Chibizyi, nor in the area. The 
Macha Hospital administrator gave us 
just enough to enable us to return. But 
that left us unable to move about 
among the villages, an activity which 
is essential to evangelistic ministry in 
the bush. 
"But my God shall supply " 
What followed was an exciting 
adventure of seeing God provide at the 
point of need throughout the week. 
First, God provided a guide to take us 
"Since I became a Christian, it 
has been my earnest prayer to God 
that He changes the lives of my 
father, mother, brothers and sister. 
God has been so good to answer my 
prayers so positively. He allowed 
me to organise prayer meetings in 
the family every week. There is a 
tremendous change in the lives of 
my mother and father. They have 
both learnt to pray; people who 
knew nothing about prayers. When 
I came from Macha [where he 
helped with a week of evangelism 
with high-school students] my 
mother expressed her great feeling 
directly to the area, and further, to the 
village of one headman who warmly 
welcomed us to stay with him. 
Through him and his wives God 
provided most of our physical needs 
throughout the week. This man also 
served as our contact man in the area. 
God also supplied our need for gas-
oline through another headman in the 
area, part of the supply as a gift. We 
did not lack ANYTHING. Praise 
God! 
Our meetings were held at various 
places in the area because there has 
not been a congregational meeting 
place for a long time. We learned that 
this is sometimes the best way to 
conduct a revival where the distance 
between villages is too great. Because 
of decentralizing the assembling of 
believers, we were able to contact 
more people than if we had stayed in 
one spot. 
Timothy joins the team 
The meetings provided firsthand 
evangelistic experience for a recently 
converted young man who intends to 
go to Bible School. He joined us about 
the middle of the week. 1 found it a 
stimulating experience to share and 
work with him in somewhat of a 
discipling relationship. 
The meetings resulted in (1) revived 
believers, (2) a number of new 
believers, and (3) two groups which 
intend to meet regularly. Praise God! 
to be baptised. She confessed her 
sins in front of the family and 
promised never again to brew beer. 
Simon (older brother) is growing 
stronger in his faith. When / went 
to visit him, it was always 'Jesus, 
Jesus' in his home. His wife too has 
been greatly encouraged. The third 
born brother loo at Pemba Secon-
dary School is now a Christian and 
is leading the prayer group. This I 
regard is a tremendous blessing on 
our family. I really thank and 
praise God for this great work. I 
shall thank and praise Him to the 
end of my life...." 
The result last mentioned was es-
pecially significant to me because the 
forming of smaller, more local con-
gregations is a development 1 have 
been hoping to see here in Zambia. 
Being a part of the birth of such a 
development encourages me. 
Please pray for these two groups: (a) 
that God will direct the church in 
selecting a suitable leader for each, 
and (b) that they will continue to meet 
regularly for prayer and Bible Study 
(as they have already begun to do) and 
g row in to hea l thy , f u n c t i o n i n g 
assemblies of God's people. 
My Witness... in "Jerusalem" 
In the August 25 issue of The Visitor was the testimony of a young man 
recently converted while at national service camp. He is now at home 
waiting for the new term of Bible School to open. Last week we received 
this letter and were thrilled to sense the grouwth of this nine month old 
Christian (Pete and Mim Stern, Lusaka, Zambia.). 




The children of Mr. and Mrs. Norman 
Alleman, Chambersburg , Pa. , hosted an 
Open House for their parents ' 50th Wed-
ding Anniversary, on Sunday, Oct . 30. The 
Al lemans are members of the New 
Gui l ford Brethren in Christ Church . 
A surprise celebration was held on 
Sa tu rday evening, Nov. 19, in honor of the 
40th Wedding Anniversary of Walter and 
M a r g a r e t H o c k . T h e H o c k ' s seven 
children hosted the event that was held in 
the Fellowship Hall of the M t . Rock 
Brethren in Chris t Church . 
T h e Big Valley congregation reports 
r e c e i v i n g s e v e n p e r s o n s i n t o t h e i r 
fellowship on Sunday morning, Dec. 18. 
Rev. John Rosenberry is the pas tor . 
T h e New Guilford congregation reports 
special services held on Nov. 13-20 with 
Rev. J . Cla i r Shenk as the evangelist. The 
pastor is Rev. Maur ice Bender. 
On Sunday morning, Nov. 6, the Saxton 
congregation held a Child Dedicateon Ser-
vice for seven children. The pastor , Rev. E. 
Mar t in Bair , officiated. 
Atlantic 
T h e Bellevue Park and Messiah con-
gregations chose Harr i sburg Brethren in 
Chris t Church as the name for the com-
bined fellowship. T h e congregation began 
its combined services on J a n . 1. 
The Lancaster congregation prepared a 
barrel containing 275 items of clothing to 
send to Z a m b i a . Rev. Eber B. Dour te is 
the pastor . 
Gues ts of the Speedwell Heights con-
gregation on Sunday evening, Dec. 11, was 
the Z i m m e r m a n Sunshine Family Singers. 
Rev. Glenn Frey is the minister . 
Central 
On Sunday, J an . 8, Rev. Kenneth Gib-
son, pastor of Beulah Chapel congrega-
tion, was ordained by Bishop David E. 
Cl imenhaga . A carry-in dinner was served 
following the morning service. 
The Lake view Community congregation 
used Thanksgiving Day to move their 
pastoral couple, the Bob Vernos, into their 
new parsonage. A fellowship meal was 
served in the af ternoon. 
COLLEGES 
Edward Gilmore Recognized 
In recognition of many years of service to 
Niagara Christian College as Board Member, 
teacher, and loyal supporter, Rev. Edward 
Gilmore was given the Distinquished Service 
Award by Alumni President, Claude Winger. 
The presentat ion was a part of N C C ' s 
Homecoming Week-end. 
Births 
Albrecht: Gaylord Dale, born Nov. 30, 
to M r . and M r s . Dale Albrecht, Rosebank 
congregation, Ont . 
Cahill: Michael Chris topher , born Nov. 
6, to M r . and M r s . R i c h a r d Cahi l l , 
Jemison Valley congregation, P a . 
Eyler: Glenn Dathan , born Sept . 26, to 
M r . and M r s . Glenn Eyler, Pequea con-
gregation, Pa . 
Hanlon: Chad Michael, born Nov. 30, 
to John and Susie Hanlon, Maytown 
congregation, Pa . 
Heisey: Neil Patr ick, born Nov. 30, to 
M r . and M r s . Nelson Heisey, M t . Pleasant 
congregation, Pa . 
Hess: Gregory Laverne, born Aug. 20, 
to M r . and M r s . Elvin Hess, Pequea 
congregation, Pa . 
Hess: Melissa Kay, born Sept . 15, to 
Mr . and Mrs . Jay V. Hess , Pequea con-
gregation, Pa . 
McDonald: Laura Ann, born Nov. 2, to 
M r . and M r s . William McDona ld , Pequea 
congregation, Pa . 
Myer: Daryl David, born Oct . 10, to 
M r . and M r s . Nelson Myer , Pequea con-
gregation, Pa. 
Sisco: Aaron David, born Sept . 23, 
c h o s e n by J . R i c h a r d and D e b b i e 
(Heacock) Sisco, Wilkes Barre congrega-
tion, Pa . 
Tyson: Neil David, born Nov. 6, to 
Phi l ip and J u d y (Buckwal t e r ) T y s o n , 
Perkiomen Valley congregation, P a . 
Weddings 
Burkholder-Grifiith: Kimberly, daughter 
of M r . and Mrs . Robert Griff i th, and 
Larry, son of M r . and Mrs . J . Clyde 
Burkholder, both of Mountville, Pa. , Oct . 
21, in the M a n o r Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Dale Engle officiating. 
Dickerman-Miller: Suzanne, daughter 
of M r . and M r s . H a r r y Mi l l e r , and 
Stephen, son of M r . and Mrs . J . L. 
Dickerman, both of Lancaster , Pa. , Oct . 
15, in the M a n o r Brethren in Christ 
C h u r c h wi th Rev . J o h n H a w b a k e r 
officiating. 
Fohringer-Reed: N o r m a Reed ,daugh te r 
of the late M r . and Mrs . Ear l Wright , 
Salineville, Oh. , and R. Daniel, son of M r . 
and Mrs . Ray D. Fohringer , G r a n t h a m , 
Pa., Dec. 2, in the New Cumber l and , W. 
Va., United Methodis t Church with Rev. 
Charles Andrews officiating. 
Hess-Kurtz: Rebecca Sue, daughter of 
M r . and Mrs . John Kurtz, Lititz, Pa. , and 
David Duane, son of M r . and Mrs . Paul 
Hess, Lancas ter , Pa. , Sept . 24, in the 
M a n o r Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. John Hawbaker officiating. 
Hollinger-Ferguson: Cheryl , daughter of 
M r . and M r s . W a l t e r F e r g u s o n , E. 
Petersburg, Pa., and Leonard , son of M r . 
and Mrs . Russel Holl inger, Columbia , 
Pa. , Oct. 1, in the M a n o r Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Hawbaker 
and Rev. Dale Engle officiating. 
Keagy-Wingert: Ani ta Kay, daughter of 
Rev. Gerald and Dr. Lucille Winger t , 
Lancaster, Pa. , and Paul L. son of Paul L. 
Keagy, St . , Washington Boro, Pa. , and of 
the late Joyce Keagy, Nov. 26, in the 
Pequea Brethren in Christ Church with 
father of the bride and Rev. John Haw-
baker officiating. 
Kennedy-Ritchey: Mrs . Hazel Ritchey, 
daughter of the late M r . and Mrs . William 
Davis, and Ralph, son of the late Warren 
and Mary Cathern Kennedy, Dec. 2, in the 
Saxton Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. E. Mar t in Bair officiating. 
Kilheffer-Hess: Sylvia, daughter of M r . 
and Mrs . William Hess, Washington Boro, 
Pa. , and Jerry, son of M r . and M r s . Willis 
Kilheffer, Manheim, Pa., Aug. 6, in the 
M a n o r Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Dale Engle officiating. 
Musser-Runyon: Kathy Lorra ine Ru-
nyon, daughter of M r . and Mrs . Char les 
Baker, Greencastle, Pa. , and Nelson Lee, 
son of M r . and Mrs. Paul Musser , New-
burg, Pa. , Dec. 10, in the Broadfording 
Church of the Brethren, Hagers town, Md. , 
with Rev. John H o f f m a n officiating. 
Pannell-Lupold: Debra M „ daughter of 
M r . and M r s . R o n a l d Lupo id , New 
Providence, Pa. , and Charles D., son of 
Mr . and Mrs . F. Gaines Pannell , New 
Providence, Pa. , Aug. 20, in the Pequea 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Gerald Wingert officiating. 
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Editorial 
Education and our Next 100 Years 
1 H E early Brethren in Christ did not give formal 
education—beyond the basic 3 r 's—a very high priority. In 
fact schooling beyond the elementary grades usually was 
not encouraged and often discouraged. This was the 
pattern for the first one hundred years. 
As the denomination entered its second one hundred 
years those with academic training and even college 
degrees began to appear among the membership. By the 
early years of the 1900's interest was being expressed—and 
opposition as well—in the founding of a school under the 
control of the church. This interest resulted in the founding 
in 1910 of Messiah Bible School and Missionary Training 
Home. 
It is of interest and significance that after more than one 
hundred years of limited interest in higher formal educa-
tion the Brotherhood evidenced a remarkable commitment 
to education in the early decades of its second one hundred 
years. Three schools were founded following Messiah in 
1910—-Upland College in 1920; Jabbok Bible School in 
1925; and Niagara Christian College in 1932. Jabbok was 
discontinued in 1956 and Upland and Messiah merged in 
1965. 
The s tar t ing of these schools reflected both the 
geographical spread of the denomination and a new 
commitment to formal education. The church had two 
concerns in mind: the training of missionaries and 
ministers, and the teaching and retention of its youth. The 
concern for the youth had two dimensions: to provide an 
alternative to a secular education which they described in 
terms that sound surprisingly modern, and to provide an 
alternative to other Christian institutions which our youth 
were attending resulting in the loss of these young people 
to the sponsoring constituencies of these schools. 
As the denomination begins its journey into its third 
century the two concerns which prompted our fathers to 
establish schools seem amazingly up-to-date. 
Church growth has captured our interest and calls for 
our commitment in a manner similar to missions one 
hundred years ago. If the vision which we have for church 
growth is to become a reality, the church must train and 
equip an increasing number of pastors for these new and 
growing congregations. 
If these new churches are to be Brethren in Christ in 
fact, as well as name, the training of pastors must include 
an orientation to the Christian faith and life as understood 
by the Brethren in Christ. This is not a call for narrow 
sectarianism. It is simply a recognition that brotherhood 
requires more than ministries in which we cooperate, or 
occasions of high fellowship. There needs to be a basic 
commonality in doctrine and theology—an understanding 
of what the Bible teaches and what the Christian life is all 
about. A sense of denominational identity is essential to 
church growth. 
Our present schools—Niagara Christian College and 
Messiah College—become our institutional resources for 
the leadership training essential to church growth. We may 
need to supplement tne ministry of these two schools with 
more specialized experiences. Until the need for, or the 
form of these more specialized experiences is determined, 
our two schools become our resources. 
If the concern by our church fathers for an educational 
experience within a Christian context for their youth was 
valid in the 1910's and 1920's how much more valid is a 
similar concern today! 
Not all of our youth will attend college. We do violence 
to the biblical understanding of gifts and personal worth 
when we imply that a person who does not go to college is 
either wasting his talent or else is less than first-class. 
But many will go to college. Christian youth who are 
college-bound should seriously consider a Christian 
college. Neither pastors nor parents nor youth should 
assume that a student cannot afford to attend a Christian 
college. Very likely the cost at a Christian college will be 
more than the cost at a public institution. It is also very 
likely that the difference will not be as much more as 
envisioned. But in spite of the additional cost it becomes a 
matter of values and it is wise not to measure an education 
by the money saved. 
Just as I believe that Christian youth should seriously 
consider attending a Christian college, so I believe that 
Brethren in Christ youth should seriously consider a 
Brethren in Christ school. The same concern that wants to 
see our youth identify with the Brethren in Christ church 
as members should foster the desire to see them attend a 
Brethren in Christ school as students. Brotherhood is 
fostered and a wholeness developed when the academic 
years of our youth are spent in an environment supportive 
of our church's beliefs. 
Education and its role in the next one hundred years 
needs to be worked at from both sides. Pastors, parents, 
and youth need to sense the value of a church-oriented 
educational experience. This, I believe, will become more 
crucial in the years ahead than it has been in the years past. 
This ministry needs as well to be recognized by the church. 
Every reasonable effort must be made to see that no youth 
from our congregations and church families who wishes to 
attend one of our schools is denied this opportunity. 
This simply means that barriers of distance or of 
economic ability must somehow find resolution in 
brotherhood. 
The ministries of our schools will be increasingly crucial 
as we move into the third century of our life together. We 
need their ministry as we as a church seek to be God's 
people and to do God's work. 
